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PC For Nothing: iT Will Come Free

Hong Kong- Based Co Mdkes A Splash in Rrazu f}mﬂ C iaia}.-a;. ‘Wants To Do The Same In India

Our Bangalore Bureau
11 NOVEMBER '

HE day may not be far, when
l personal computers are of-
fered free of charge, with sery-
ices bundied along with them.
These free machines may serve the
needs of business and take up social
responstbility (read bridging the
digital divide). Asiatoal.net, a Hong
Kong-based technelogy company i
offering it cwn brand of PC, called
T for free and o expects to make
this a successfol business.
Under its business model, Asialo-
tak.net will scout for sponsors or

partners whose logos or informa-
tion will be instantly available on
the PC at the touch of the designat-
ed key on the keypad.

However, indusity obscrvers do
not sce any lock-in value for the

spotisur as the user may not use these
keys at all, Coupled with this, the PC
is connected to the internet through
disl-up modems, when most of the
internet connections now available
aperate on the broadbend route,

Without divulging the price of the PC,
Asiatatal.net’s CEO Judy Chen said
its business would work on a rev-
enue-sharing model, with the spon-
spring entities on every PC given free.

The crileria of selecting the people
who will get the PC free will he
screened by Asiatotalner, Ity re-
quirements are simple: the user
should have a telephone connection,
should not own a PC and shouid he
from the lJower income strata.

The company has already forayed
im0 Brazil where it plans 1o ship
around 1-m PCs, with the first 2 lakh
units ready 1o be dispatched, with
sponsorship from the postaland tele-

com departments. It has also entered
into China, claimed the company.

Asiatotal.net’s CEO Judy Chen
said it is still leoking for sponsoring
partners. The participating compa-
nies can be from the sectors of edu-
cation, medical, financial and enter-
tainment segments, adding that it
has not undertaken any kind of
market research,

The company has the FC de-
signed by Tatwan-based companics,
with the manufacturing done out of
China. Ms Chén said s PC is de-
signed for intemet connectivity and
comes with a five-year warranty,
This PC will not available for sale.
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