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A PC for a song in Hong Kong

User Must Be From Low Income Group, Business Segment

Cur Bangalore Bureau
- T NCVEMBER

HE constant fall I the prices of per-
senal compulters {POs) may also seca
day when these machinies arc offered
for free with services bundled along with it
These free machines may serve the needs of
the business as well as take up secial Te-
sponsilility (read bridging digital divide).
Asiatotal.net, 2 llonyg Kong-based wechi-
nology company, is offering its own brand
of PC called “iT" for free and expects to
make this 4 successiul business veature.
Unnder 325 business model, Asiatotal.net
will scour for sponsors or parmers whase
logos or infarmation will be instantly avail-
able on the PC arthe touch of the designat-
ed key on the keypad,

However, industry observers do not see
any lock-in value for the sponsor as the
tiser may not use these keys arall. Coupled
with this, the PC i5 connected o the inter-

. net through dial-up modems, when most

Infernet connections tow are on the broad-
hand route.

Without divulging the price of the PC,
Astatoal.net chief executive officer Judy
Chen sald its business would work on a rev-
enue-sharing model. with the sponsoring
entities an every PC given free,

The prople who will gor the PC free will
be screened by Asiatoralnet Tis require-
ments are simple: the user should have a
telepheome connection, should not own &
PC and be from the lower income level

Asiatotal.nel has already made a foray
into Brazil where it plans (o ship around 1

milllion PCs with the first 2 lakh units ready
to be despatched with sponsorship from the
posial and relecom departments.

The company alse dlaimed to have en-
jered China,

Ms Chen said the company was sill
lookin fur sponsoring partners. The partic-
ipating companies could be  Irom
education, meddical, finandal and enrer-
tainment sectors and added that it had not
underaken any kind of market research.
Asiatotal.net has got the personal compur-
ers designed by Taiwan-based comparties
and the manufactuning has been done
out of China,

Ms Chen puinted out that the personal
computers is designed for nternet connec- 8
tvity and comes with & live-year warranty [
period,
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