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THE Economic TivMEs

HK firm jolts tech space with free PCs

Anticipates Revenues
From Bundled
Services, Sponsors

Our Bangalore bureau

11 MOVEME=R

HE COMNSTANT fall in the
Tprires of personal computers

(PCs) may also see the day
when these machines are offered for
free with services bundled anng
with it, These free machines may
serve the needs of the business as

well as take up social responsibil-
ity. Asiatotal.eet, a Hong Keng
based techoology lirm is offering
its own hrand of PC called “iT”
for free and expects w make it a

| successful business,

Under its bustness model, Asi-
atotal.net will scout for sponsoers
or pariners whose logos or infor-
mation will be instantly available
onthe PCatthe tonch of the des-
ignated key on the keypad. How-
ever, industry observers do not
see any lock in vaiue for the
sponsor as the user may not use
these keys at all. Coupled with

this, the PC i connected to the inter-
nel through dial-up modems, when
mast of Net connections now avail-
able are on the broadband route.
Without divalging the price of the
PC, Astatotalwet CEQ Judy Chen
sald its business would work on a
revenue sharing model with the
spoansoring entities on every PC giv-
en tree. The crizeria of selection will
be screened by Astatotal.net, Its re-
quirements are simple: The user
should have a telephone connec-
tion, should not own a PC and be
from the lower income level. Asiato-
tal.pet has already forayed into

Brazil where it plans to ship 1 mil-
lion PCs with the first 2 lakh units
ready Lo be dispatched with spon-
sorship frem the postal and telecom
departments. It has also entered into
China, the finn deimed. The Girom is
still looking tor sponsoring partiers.

She added that the company has
ol undertaken any kind of market
research. Asiatotal.net’s PCs are de-
signed by Taiwan based companies
with the manufacturing done cut of
China. Ske said its PCs are designed
forNet connectivity and comes with
a [ive-year warranty. This PC will
not available for sale.
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